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Dear Member:

Safe, Strong & Secure

Recent developments — from the coronavirus to the fluctuations in the stock 
market — may have alarmed you. We want to assure you that Catholic Life 
Insurance remains safe, strong, and secure.
Catholic Life is in an exceptionally strong financial position. Our surplus, which 
ensures Catholic Life’s ability to meet unforeseen contingencies and to provide 
funds for future growth, exceeded $103 million at year-end. At the same time, our 
reserves, which are funds held to guarantee future benefits to members, totaled 
more than $1 billion. Please see our Annual Statement of Condition on pages 12 
& 13 for more information.

Recognizing Sales Excellence

Sales Agents played a significant role in fueling our 2019 success. In late 
February, we honored the top agents. Please turn to page 15 to see who led the 
organization in helping families plan for their futures.

Catholic Schools Sweepstakes – Lucky 13!

The Catholic Schools Sweepstakes program turned 13 this year, and what a 
lucky year it was! 
This year we helped 57 Catholic Schools raise more than $1 Million. Our 13-year 
total of funds raised now exceeds more than $10 million. 
We are proud to say that Catholic Life keeps none of the funds that are raised. 
Instead, 100% of the funds go directly to the schools. 
Schools use the funds they raise to provide tuition assistance, to augment 
teacher salaries, to purchase computer equipment, and much, much more. We 
invite you to turn to page 4 for more details. 
As an organization, we support many ministries throughout the areas where 
we operate. We are always proud of what we do on our members' behalf. 
The Catholic Schools Sweepstakes is a program where we make a significant 
difference. 
In closing, we thank you for allowing us to serve you and your family.

Sincerely,

 
J. Michael Belz
President/CEO
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$10 Million — that’s the total Catholic Life has helped Catholic schools raise in the 
Catholic Schools Sweepstakes program.
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SWEEPSTAKES PROGRAM SURPASSES  

$10 MILLION
What started 13 years ago as a way to help needy Catholic schools 
has blossomed into a program that has put more than $10 million in 
the treasuries of the schools.

“Every week, I would get a letter or get a call from another Catholic 
school in need,” said President J. Michael Belz. “We wanted to help 
them all, but their needs were great, and our funds were limited. We 
put our heads together, and the solution we came up with was the 
Catholic Schools Sweepstakes.”

Since its beginning 13 years ago, schools from 13 Texas dioceses have 
taken part in the program. In total, the program has raised more than 
10 million dollars. 

“Participating schools are only limited by the amount of money they 
can raise, instead of what we can give them,” he said. “The top two 

schools this year each raised more than 
$55,000.”

Catholic Life provides the prizes, the tickets, 
and marketing materials while students at 
participating schools sell tickets at $5 each. 
The ticket sales begin in the fall and close 
during Catholic Schools week held the last 
week of January. In 2020, 57 Catholic Schools 
from 9 Texas dioceses sold more than 
200,000 tickets to raise more than $1 million.  

“The schools get 100% of the funds, and 
they get the money as the tickets are being 
sold,” said President Belz. “This lets the 
school put the money to work right away. 

Catholic Life earns no money from this program. We do it to support 
Catholic education.”

Fifty-eight winners were drawn on February 14, 2020, at the Home 
Office in San Antonio. Casey and Kathleen Blake of Ennis, whose kids 
are students at St. Joseph Catholic School in Waxahachie, were the 
grand prize winners. They had the choice of a 2020 Ford F150, a 2020 
Ford Focus or a $20,000 Prepaid VISA Credit Card as a prize, but they 
selected the $20,000 Prepaid VISA Credit Card.

Additionally, each of the 57 participating schools had a $1,000 Prepaid 
VISA Credit Card winner drawn from the tickets that they sold. 

The schools are very grateful for the program,” said program 
administrator Barbara Cheaney. “They use the funds for a variety of 
programs, but mostly to enhance operations and to provide tuition 
assistance.”

Our Agents play a vital role in the Catholic School Sweepstakes. 
They pick up tickets from the schools, provide additional prizes, and 
educate the schools about Catholic Life Insurance.

“We are extremely pleased with the results of the Sweepstakes. Our 
goals are to grow the number of schools that participate and the 
amount of money being raised,” added Belz. “It is the right thing for 
Catholic Life to be doing, particularly in today’s economy.“

President J. Michael Belz pulls an individual winner from 
their school tickets. Fifty-seven individual winners from 
each of the participating schools are drawn and recorded 
before the tickets are thrown into the barrel for the grand 
prize drawing.

We’ve got spirit; yes, we do! Top-selling students from St. 
Anthony Catholic School in Hereford present the total 
funds raised.

St. Mary's Catholic 
School gets support from 

Gainsville Branch Officers 
and school staff with the 

selling of breakfast burritos 
and Catholic School 
Sweepstakes Tickets.



Catholic Life Magazine | 5

If your Catholic school is interested in participating in the  
2021 Sweepstakes, please contact Barbara Cheaney at (210) 828-9921 

or email her at branch@cliu.com.  
The deadline to sign up for the program is June 15, 2020.

Over 80 students and staff at Sacred Heart Catholic School in Hallettsville sold at least $100 of 
Sweepstakes tickets and earned a limited edition Sweepstakes Shirt!

Lisa Jeffcoat, the winner from Our Lady of the Hill 
Regional Catholic High School in Kerrville, receives 
her gift Card from Principal Thérèse Schwarz.

General Agent Jimmy Tirres presents 
St. Peter Prince of the Apostle winner 
Gabriel Guerra with his prize.

Atonement Academy Principal 
Mark Watson presents winner Tom 
Monaghan with his VISA gift card.

Agent Kenneth Fey and Principal Francis Burns of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Selma, present Steve Garcia and his wife with 
their VISA gift card.

Meghan Nelson, the 
winner from Our 
Lady of Grace in 
Pleasanton, receives 
her prize from Agent 
Randall Harred.

St. Monica's in Converse Assistant 
Principal Regina Cortez presents 
Angelica Tinacba’s husband with her 
winning VISA gift card.

St. Paul's in San Antonio Principal Lisa 
Barrera presents Mrs. Sam Lopez with 
her prize.

St. Michael's Weimar winner Nicole Rerich 
receives her gift card from Agent Karen Kutac. 
Top sellers Madelyn Rerich and Trevor Bentley 
received gift cards and cups for their hard work.



Grand Prize Winner: 
 St. Joseph Catholic School - Waxahachie – Casey and Kathleen Blake

$1,000 Gift Card Winners by School:
 Blessed Sacrament Catholic School – San Antonio – Elizabeth Sahin
 Good Shepherd Catholic School – Garland – Yocelyn Palencia
 Holy Cross Catholic Academy – Amarillo – Bailey George
 Holy Cross Catholic School – Bay City – Tom Brown
 Holy Cross of San Antonio – San Antonio – Jesus Rodriguez Jr.
 Holy Name Catholic School – San Antonio – Elizabeth Lara
 Holy Rosary Catholic School – Rosenberg – Rudy Barragan
 Immaculate Conception Catholic School – Grand Prairie – Ernesto Gomez
 Little Flower Catholic School – San Antonio – Andrew Sanchez
 Mary Immaculate Catholic School – Farmers Branch – Blanca Salazar-Williams
 Mount St. Michael Catholic School – Dallas – Tammy Nail
 Nazareth Academy Catholic School – Victoria – Fernando Rivera
 Notre Dame Catholic School – Kerrville – Jeanette Cafferty
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Academy – Corpus Christi – Jesse Smith
 Our Lady of Grace Academy – Pleasanton – Meghan Nelson
 Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic School – Selma – Steve Garcia
 Our Lady of Refuge Catholic School – Eagle Pass – Alex De La Pena
 Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic School – Port Lavaca – Lesa Charbula
 Our Lady of the Hills Regional Catholic High School – Kerrville – Lisa Jeffcoat
 Our Lady of Victory Catholic School – Victoria – Maxine Hawes
 Providence Catholic School – San Antonio – Michelle Alvarado
 Sacred Heart Catholic School – Floresville – Christina Alaniz
 Sacred Heart Catholic School – Hallettsville – Dennis Haas
Sacred Heart Catholic school – Muenster – Francisco De La Garza
 Sacred Heart Catholic School – Uvalde – Salvador Alvarado
 Shiner Catholic School – Shiner – Camille Marek
 St. Anthony Catholic High School – San Antonio – William Gokelman
 St. Anthony Catholic School – Columbus – Bob Berger
 St. Anthony Catholic School – Robstown – Felipe Juarez

 St. Anthony Catholic School – Hereford – Brenda Fuentes
 St. Catherine of Siena Catholic School – Beaumont – Telikia Charlton
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Catholic School – Dallas – Irene Martinez
St. Gerard High and Regional Middle School – San Antonio – Jacob York
St. Gregory the Great Catholic School – San Antonio – Marcella Montemayor
St. Helen Catholic School – Pearland – Roberto Carmona
St. James Catholic School – Seguin – Sarah Huser
St. Jerome Catholic School – Houston – Rick Anderson
St. John Berchmans Catholic School – San Antonio – Paul De Winne
St. John Bosco Catholic School – San Antonio – Angelica Schwartz
St. John Paul II Catholic High School – New Braunfels – David Kalcikini
St. Jose Sanchez Catholic School – San Antonio – Carla De La Heras
St. Joseph Catholic Elementary and Montessori Preschool – Amarillo – Paula Pritchard
St. Joseph Catholic School – Waxahachie – Christopher Shackelford
St. Joseph Catholic School – Yoakum – Doug Lagua
St. Louis Catholic School – Castroville – Kevin Prince
St. Luke Catholic School – San Antonio – Francisco Campos
St. Mary Magdalen Catholic School – San Antonio – Luis Rojas
St. Mary’s Catholic School – Fredericksburg – Hilda Mendez
St. Mary’s Catholic School – Gainesville – John Garrett
St. Michael Catholic School – Weimar – Nicole Rerich
St. Monica Catholic School – Converse – Angelica Tinacba
St. Paul Catholic School – San Antonio – Sam Lopez
St. Peter Prince of the Apostles School – San Antonio – Gabriel Guerra
St. Pius X Catholic School – San Antonio – Geralyn Natalino
St. Rose of Lima Catholic School – Schulenburg – Bobby Kneifel
St. Thomas More Catholic School – San Antonio – Nathalie Suarez
The Atonement Academy – San Antonio – Tom Monaghan

2020 CATHOLIC SCHOOL SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS
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Agents Charlotte Grobe and Kent Stehling present prizes 
to winner Hilda Mendez of St Mary’s in Fredericksburg. 
Hanna Mollendorf was also recognized as the individual 
who sold Mrs. Mendez her prize.

President J. Michael Belz and General Agent David Waler 
present Irene Martinez, the winner from St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary Catholic School in Dallas, her prize.
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LARRY SCHWENKE

High Hill-Schulenburg Branch Officer Larry Schwenke died December 17, 2019, following a brief illness.  
He was 68 years old.

A resident of High Hill and a member of St. Mary’s Church, he served as an officer of the High Hill-Schulenburg Branch 
for more than 25 years. He was part of the Men’s ACTS Retreat, where he was proud to call everyone his brother.

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in High Hill on December 21, 2019. Interment 
followed in St. Mary’s Cemetery.

His wife Bernadette, two sons; two daughters; and five grandchildren survive him.

JOE EDD GRIMM

Catholic Life Agent and West, Texas legend Joe Edd Grimm passed away on December 18, 2019, at the age of 88.

He was the second generation of his family to serve Catholic Life residents in the Tours and West communities. His 
father, Herman, was a Catholic Life Agent for more than 50 years. In his 27 years as a Catholic Life Agent, Joe Edd earned 
the Twelve Apostle or leading agent award multiple times.

Joe Edd was a lifelong and faithful member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church of the Assumption in West, where he served 
as a Eucharistic Minister, usher, and lecturer. Also, he assisted the Church of the Assumption Diocesan Expansion 
committee.

His beloved wife Anne preceded him in death in September 2019. His son, two daughters, and ten grandchildren  
survive him.

Rev. Ed Karasek celebrated a Mass of Christian Burial on December 27, 2019, at St. Mary’s Catholic Church of the 
Assumption. Military Graveside Rites followed at St. Mary’s Cemetery, conducted by the West Veterans Honor Guard.

GEORGE HARRISON

Former Branch Officer George Harrison of Pasadena died on January 18, 2020. He was 92.

A funeral Mass was celebrated on January 25, 2020, at St Augustine Catholic Church. A graveside service followed at 
Forest Park Lawndale Cemetery.

His wife, Thelma, three sons, four daughters, 13 grandchildren, and 19 great-grandchildren survive him. Three sons 
preceded him in death.

George was a driving force in the Southeast Houston Branch. He served as one of its founding officers in 1968. After 
a few years, George stepped down but remained active in the Branch. In 2002, he stepped back in serving as a Vice 
President and then President before retiring in 2018. 

A devout Catholic, George & Thelma supported many Catholic causes. He was particularly devoted to the Discalced 
Carmelites, of which his eldest daughter, Sr. Mary Ann of Jesus, was a member. He regularly sought ways to help the 
sisters with funding. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May the souls of the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen
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FOR MORE INFO CALL THE COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT  
AT 1-800-262-2548 OR (210) 828-9921.

CELEBRATE FLAG DAY  
WITH CATHOLIC LIFE

 DATE: Sunday, June 14, 2020
 PLACE: Catholic Life Insurance Home Office Building
  1635 N.E. Loop 410
  San Antonio, TX 78209
 ITINERARY: 10 AM – Mass on the grounds
  10:45 AM – Flag Raising Ceremony 
  11 AM – Picnic & Social

We invite you to join us for a celebration of the American Flag  
and the freedom for which it stands! Witness the raising of our large Flag and enjoy a  

picnic with friends and family. We will give out commemorative t-shirts, while supplies last.

If you received the Substitute IRS Form 5498 in the mail 
from us, don’t be alarmed.  The IRS requires that we 
mail this notification to members regarding their 2019 
contributions. If you have a Traditional IRA, Traditional 
Conduit IRA, SEP-IRA, Roth IRA, or a Roth Conversion 
IRA, you should receive this form in May or early June. 

The substitute tax form reports to the IRS the following:

▶ All 2019 individual tax year contributions 
deposited into Traditional IRAs and Roth IRAs 
during the 2019 tax year, and from January 1, 2020, 
through April 15, 2020

▶ Employer SEP contributions made between 
January 1 and December 31, 2019

▶ Employer retirement money rolled over into Traditional IRAs and Traditional Conduit IRAs between January 1 and 
December 31, 2019

▶ Rollover contributions into any type of IRA made between January 1 and December 31, 2019

▶ Roth conversions made between January 1 and December 31, 2019

▶ The Fair Market Value as of December 31, 2020

▶ If you are required to take an IRS required minimum distribution during 2019, this is indicated on the form

You are not required to file Form 5498 with your 2019 tax return.  However, if you have reported any contributions, 
rollovers, or conversions on your 2019 1040 income tax return, they must agree with Form 5498.  Additionally, Employer 
SEP contributions deposited during the 2019 tax year must agree with the amount on the form.   

We ask that you review this document carefully as all corrections to the form must be made in writing by June 28, 2020.  
Unfortunately, we are unable to make any corrections after July 1, 2020.  

Please review the form carefully.  Should you have any questions, please contact our Membership Service Center at (210) 
828-9921 or 1-800-262-2548.

IRS REPORTING DISTRIBUTED ON SUBSTITUTE 5498 TAX FORM
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Save on Medicare Supplement Insurance 
BUY DIRECT/NO AGENT

Now you can apply for Medicare Supplement Insurance  
online at any time – NO WAITING.

Compare rates instantly online NOW at catholicmedicaresupp.com or call  
1-844-633-6565. This product is available online or by telephone only!

▪ Shop & apply online
▪ Multiple plans to meet your budget

▪ Use your same doctors*
▪ You could have coverage in minutes

▪ All plans GUARANTEED RENEWABLE**
If you think you are paying too much for your Medicare Supplement Insurance, we dare you to 

compare. Go to catholicmedicaresupp.com or call 1-844-633-6565.

Catholic Life Insurance is neither connected with or endorsed by the  
US government or the federal Medicare program.

MSFLYER 05/18 TX

This is a solicitation for insurance and you may be contacted by the company. Products, rates, and services may not be available in all states.
*You may use your same doctors as long as they accept Medicare. **Your certificate cannot be canceled. It will be renewed as long as the premiums are paid on time and the 
information on your application does not contain a material misrepresentation.

This advertisement applies to form series MSDTC 4-18 (or state-specific variation thereof).

How Much  
Will You Save



10 | cliu.com10 | cliu.com

If you have ever been married, divorced, remarried, welcomed a baby, adopted a child, or experienced a 
death in your family, it is probably a good idea to review your beneficiary designations. 

When a life-changing event occurs, updating your beneficiary is usually the last thing on your mind. 
Nevertheless, it is essential. Even if the event happened years ago, a periodic review is vital if you want to 
ensure that your wishes are honored upon your death. 

An outdated beneficiary could delay payment of a death claim. It can also mean that a stepchild is left out 
or that additional court or legal documents may be required. It happens every day. 

90-Day Look-Back
When a certificate holder dies, Catholic Life has a 90-day look-back policy to protect our members’ 
wishes. If someone submits a beneficiary change within 90 days before a death occurs, it is our duty to 
protect our members and their assets by investigating that change in order to prevent fraudulent activity. 
Do not wait until you are on your deathbed to make a change.

Here are key events when you should consider reviewing your beneficiary designations: 

Death: Review your beneficiary designation after the loss of a spouse, parent, or loved one. If you 
named the deceased as a primary or contingent beneficiary, you will need to designate a new one. 

Marriage: Review your beneficiary designation if you purchased your coverage when you were single, 
if you have married, or if you have remarried. This is an excellent time to include any stepchildren you 
want to be added as beneficiaries.

Divorce: Review your beneficiary designation after a divorce. Be sure to provide us with a copy of your 
divorce decree. If you leave your ex-spouse listed as a beneficiary, but your divorce decree does not 
explicitly order that designation, we must disqualify them at the time of your death. If you still want 
your ex-spouse listed as your beneficiary, you must RE-STATE this after your divorce, or the designation 
is invalid. 

Birth or Adoption of a Child: Review your beneficiary designation after the birth or adoption of a 
child or stepchild. 

Here are some tips about naming beneficiaries:

• Name primary & contingent beneficiaries. Without a designated beneficiary, the proceeds could 
pass to your estate, where it could be subject to probate fees, debtors, and taxes. Be sure to choose a 
contingent in case your primary beneficiary predeceases you, and you pass away before you have had 
a chance to change the designation.

• Name specific beneficiaries. Your life insurance certificate, in most cases, overrides your will. As a 
result, it is best to list the full name of each recipient instead of just “son,” “wife,” or “child” and provide 
their date of birth and social security number, if possible. Using words like “All Living Children” or “All 
Siblings” can delay payment of a claim and may require additional legal documentation. As a result, 
we no longer permit these designations on new certificates. However, these still exist on our older 
certificates. We recommend that you update these designations as soon as possible. It is always best 
to name each beneficiary and their portion, whether it be Primary or Contingent designations.

Next Steps
If you are unsure who you named as your beneficiary or if you want to make a change, your Agent or the 
Membership Service Department can help you. 

Are Your Life Insurance and  
Annuity Beneficiaries Up-to-Date?



Scholarships for Seminarians Now Available
Do you know someone who is studying to become a 
Catholic Priest? If so, Catholic Life is now offering two 
scholarships to Roman Catholic seminarians to reduce the 
financial burden underwritten by the Diocese. 

The application deadline for the Msgr. Albert G. Henkes and 
the Msgr. Lawrence J. Stuebben Seminarian Scholarships is 
June 15, 2020. 
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On December 20, 2019, the most sweeping changes to retirement 
savings in more than a decade went into law. The SECURE 
Act, short for the Setting Every Community Up for Retirement 
Enhancement Act of 2019, smooths out minor roadblocks to 
retirement savings.

Here is an overview of some of the key changes outlined in the Act. 
As always, we recommend that you consult with your tax advisor 
regarding your situation.

New RMD Age of 72 

The SECURE Act raised the age at which required minimum 
distributions (RMDs) must begin. Beginning in 2020, RMDs from 
non-Roth IRAs and employer-sponsored retirement plans must be 
taken for the year the account owner turns 72, rather than 70½. 

Those who reached age 70½ by the end of 2019 must continue 
to take an RMD for 2019 and for all later years. So it is only those 

who turn 70½ in 2020 or later who will have no RMD until they 
reach age 72. 

Removal of Age Limitation on IRA Contributions 

The SECURE Act repeals the age limitation for traditional IRA 
contributions. For years, there has been a rule that discouraged 
retirement savings in IRAs for people who continued to work later 
in life. After age 70½, you could no longer contribute to an IRA, but 
amazingly, you could still contribute to a Roth IRA. 

Removal of Inherited IRA Provisions

The SECURE Act mandates that most non-spouses inheriting 
IRAs take distributions that deplete the account in 10 years. In 
the past, beneficiaries of these accounts could typically spread the 
distributions over their life expectancy.

Again, if you have questions, we recommend that you consult your 
tax advisor.

The SECURE Act & You 

Long time Catholic Life 
member Elizabeth Donecker 
is surrounded by loved ones 
as she is presented with her 
Golden Certificate by Agent 

Charlene Mainz.

HONORING  
A LOYAL  
MEMBER

You can download an application at www.cliu.com or contact the Communications Department at (210) 828-9921. 
Applications are also available through Diocesan Vocation Directors.



Dear Member:

SAFE, STRONG, SECURE

It is our pleasure to provide this financial report for the year ending December 31, 

2019. Our financial results affirm Catholic Life Insurance’s strength and security.  

Operational highlights include:

■  Assets increasing to $1,207,953,221

■  Revenue advancing to $102,847,903

■  Surplus climbing to $103,253,475

■  The annuity portfolio rising to $858,912,860

■  Net Income After Refunds to Members and  

    Net Realized Capital Gains (Losses) $3,631,674

■  Our solvency ratio equaling 109.35

Additionally, Catholic Life has no debt and has ample liquidity. As a result, A.M. 

Best Company, a respected insurance industry analyst, once again awarded us an 

A-/Excellent rating in 2019.

Putting Catholic Values into Action

This financial strength fuels all of our operations. It enables us to make a difference 

in the local communities where our members live and work. It allows us to support 

faith-based ministries. And ultimately, it helps us put our Catholic values  

into action.  

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Officers, and Staff, we thank you for the 

opportunity to serve you and your family. We hope that you will continue to rely 

upon Catholic Life’s products to meet your financial goals.  

Sincerely, 

   

Colleen Z. Berger, CPA, CGMA  Chip A. Nance, CFA, MBA  
Senior Vice President/   Vice President/Treasurer 
Chief Financial Officer    

Chip A. Nance

Colleen Z. Berger

Annual 
Statement of Condition
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ASSETS
(In Billions)

1 . 1 0

1 . 1 5

1 . 2 0

1 7 1 8 1 9

ASSETS December 31, 2019  December 31, 2018  December 31, 2017 

Bonds $1,149,480,424  $1,154,828,483  $1,134,089,433   

Mortgage and Church Loans 2,246,720  3,084,336  4,510,444 

Real Estate 5,932,048  5,941,696  6,480,735 

Certificate Loans 5,905,183  5,781,072  5,762,434 

Cash and Other Assets 44,388,846  22,355,523  27,408,227 

Total Assets $1,207,953,221  $1,191,991,110  $1,178,251,273 

LIABILITIES

Certificate Reserves $1,064,521,982  $1,055,648,686  $1,045,221,099 

Accumulated Dividends 8,676,803   8,750,400  8,728,429 

Securities Valuation Reserve 10,343,551   9,734,284  12,487,153 

All Other Liabilities 21,157,410   20,035,604  20,757,142 

Total Liabilities $1,104,699,746   $1,094,168,974  $1,087,193,823 

Unassigned Funds (Surplus) 103,253,475   97,822,136  91,057,450 

Total Liabilities/Unassigned Funds $1,207,953,221   $1,191,991,110  $1,178,251,273

Net Income After Refunds to Members   
and Net Realized Capital Gains (Losses) $       3,631,674   $       5,776,089  $       6,232,038 
  

2017–2019 Annual Statements filed with the Texas Department of Insurance

BONDS & OTHER INVESTED ASSETS

Real Estate - Home Office, Residential & Church Loans – 1%
Bonds - U.S. Government Backed – 1%

Bonds - Asset-Based Securities – 2%

Bonds - Industrials – 35%

Cash, Certificate Loans & Other Assets – 3%
Bonds - Residental MBS – 6%

Bonds - Commercial MBS – 13%

Bonds - Taxable Municipals – 12%

Bonds - Financials – 20%

Bonds - Utilities – 7%

Annual 
Statement of Condition

As of December 31, 2019

RESERVES
(In Billions)

1 . 0 3

1 . 0 6

1 7 1 8 1 9
1 . 0 0
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Lenten blessings to you all!  After joyfully celebrating the Sacred Birth, we now 

prepare to celebrate our Lord’s Sacred Death and Resurrection.  Earlier we considered 

the Apostles Creed teaching about the divine nature of Jesus.  Now we turn to the 

Creed’s words about Jesus’ human nature.

The Creed tells us that “Jesus Christ, [God’s] only begotten son, [was] conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit [and] born of the Virgin Mary.” His divine conception and 

human mother reveal that Jesus was truly God and truly man.   

What does it mean that Jesus was truly man?  Many Scriptures [emphasis added] 

teach that “the Word [who] was God … became flesh and made his dwelling among 

us.” (John 1:1, 14) St. Paul says that that “though [Jesus] was in the form of God [he] did 

not regard equality with God something to be grasped.  Rather, he emptied himself, … 

coming in human likeness.” (Philippians 2:6-7) Moreover, “God sent his Son, born of a 

woman” (Galatians 4:4), That Son, like all Jewish newborns, was wrapped in swaddling 

clothes.” (Luke 2:12).  God, the second Person of the Holy Trinity, left His heavenly 

Home, becoming human like us.

Jesus, true man, shared our mortal nature and our ordinary experiences, identifying 

fully with what it’s like to be a human person.  Even now in His glorified body 

He intercedes on our behalf: “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has similarly been tested in every way, 

yet without sin, [so we can] confidently approach the throne of grace….” (Hebrews 

4:15-16) Jesus chose to overcome every temptation as a sinless man, but Scripture 

affirms that He also knows intimately what it is to be hungry, lonely, tired, sad, and 

tempted.  He also experienced the human joys of a loving family, happy celebrations, 

and sturdy friendships – like us because He was one of us.

Hebrews 1:2 says God “spoke to us through a son” (Jesus) so we could know His loving 

heart.  The Carmelite sister Ruth Burrows in her book To Believe in Jesus highlights 

this divine initiative of Love: “What God reveals [in Jesus] is himself, as a lover 

reveals himself to the beloved.” (p 3) God the perfect Lover makes Himself intimately 

knowable to mankind through the human life and especially the redemptive death of 

Jesus.  This is our faith.  This is our Lenten hope. 

Most Reverend  
Mike Boulette

Catholic Life Insurance  
Spiritual Advisor

14 | cliu.com



LEADING LIFE PRODUCING AGENTS

Congratulations to our 2019 Top Producers

PERSONAL PRODUCING  
GENERAL AGENT (PPGA) OF THE YEAR

GENERAL AGENT (GA)  
OF THE YEAR

David Walker – Farmers Branch, TX Mike Scardino – Weimar, TX

LEADING ANNUITY PRODUCERS

Ray Perez – Corpus Christi, TXLinda Holubec – College Station, TX

Rick Pennycuff – Graham, TX

Charlotte Grobe – Fredericksburg, TX

Charley Matherne Jr. – DeQuincy, LA

Regina Heinrich – Houston, TX

Wilbert Jost – Wall, TX

Glenn Snoga – Seguin, TX

Mike Scardino – Weimar, TX Kenneth McGriggs – Jackson, MS Clarence Moczygemba – Karnes City, TX

Wayne Hervey – Florence, MS
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 SCORING
Use as a guide in poster planning:

1. Eye Appeal .................................. 30% 
Does poster attract attention?  
Preparation, neatness, colors

2. Originality ................................... 20% 
Design, slogan, arrangement

3. Theme .......................................... 45% 
Does poster stimulate interest? 
Does it carry out the theme?

4. Identification ................................5% 
Attach the entry form or copy of entry form to the back of the poster.

 GENERAL RULES
1. Entry form must be completed and attached to the back of the poster.  

An incomplete and/or illegible form will disqualify entry. Please 
have a parent or teacher fill out the entry form. 

2. We suggest mailing your entry in a poster tube which may be 
found at your local post office or business supply store.

3. The deadline to submit your entries: May 11, 2020.  
Send entries to:

Catholic Life Insurance 
Poster Contest 
PO Box 659527
San Antonio, Texas 78265-9527

ENTRY FORM – PLEASE PRINT
(Attach to back of poster. Must be complete and legible to qualify.)

Name  

Home Address  

City    State   Zip 

Home Phone Number  

Grade   School  

Parent’s Name

Teacher’s Name  

 WHO CAN ENTER?
Children in grades kindergarten through 5th may enter.

 WHAT CAN BE ENTERED?
One original poster no larger than 20” x 20.”

 WHAT MATERIALS CAN BE USED?
Pencils, ink, paint, watercolors, crayons, fabric, and 
construction paper can be used. Words, letters, pictures, 
or other materials from newspapers or magazines may 
also be used. Posters must be made of poster board or 
construction paper. 

 WHAT ARE THE DIVISIONS AND THE PRIZES?
Division A:  K-1st grade
Division B:  2nd-3rd grade
Division C:  4th-5th grade

Prizes to be awarded in each division:
First:   $125 Fourth: $50 
Second:  $100 Fifth:   $25 
Third:   $75 Sixth:   $15

 JUDGING
Judges will use the scoring criteria. Their decisions will 
be final. All entries become the property of Catholic 
Life Insurance and will not be returned unless postage 
accompanies poster. We dispose of all posters 60 days 
after the contest. Winning posters will be published in 
the Catholic Life Magazine. 

It’s the 243rd anniversary of the American Flag.
Our contest theme this year: If I were President of the United States 
Describe what you would do if you were President of the United States.  
(You must include the American Flag. Posters that have other pictures drawn on the Flag or have changed its colors will 
unfortunately be disqualified.)

For more information, contact Megan Real at (210) 828-9921 Ext. 141 or email mreal@cliu.com.

FLAG DAY POSTER CONTEST
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John Luksa, CFS 
Senior Vice President/
Director of Sales

Have you seen our new  
               life insurance portfolio?

Catholic Life has a new portfolio of life insurance plans. Introduced in January, these new 
products are more competitive than ever before. They offer greater flexibility, and they come 
with more options to meet your family’s ever-changing needs. 

If you can’t tell, I am excited about what these new products can do for our members. Our team 
worked hard to get you the best that is out there in today’s marketplace.

As a result, there has never been a better time to sit down with your Agent to do an annual 
review. You can update your beneficiaries and, at the same time, peek at the new products that 
we offer. We think you’ll be impressed.

Here’s a quick glimpse:

TERM PLANS
If you are looking for low-cost insurance where premiums are guaranteed never to go up, our 10-
year, 20-year, and 30-year term insurance certificates could be a good option for your family. We 
priced them with your family in mind. They are affordable, they come with attractive extras, and 
they will provide the protection your family deserves.

Best of all, you can convert these plans to permanent coverage without undergoing any 
additional underwriting. Even better, if you meet certain conditions, you can enjoy a credit 
towards your new permanent certificate. The credit can equal up to one year of the premium 
you paid on your term policy.

Our 30-Year Return of Premium plan offers you a win-win situation. Your premiums are 
affordable, and at the end of the 30 years, you get all your money back (provided you pay all 
your premiums).  

PERMANENT PLANS
If you are looking for a permanent protection solution, we have more options than ever before:

•  Whole Life Pay to Age 65: Guaranteed Premium and Cash Value
•  Whole Life 10-Year Pay: Guaranteed Premium and Cash Value
•  Whole Life 20-Year Pay: Guaranteed Premium and Cash Value
•  Single-Premium Whole Life: Can outperform most Single Premium Annuities
•  Single-Premium Whole Life Plus: Can access 90% of the death benefit for nursing and  
    home health care income tax-free

On the other hand, if you are searching for a way to pay for burial costs for you or your loved ones, 
our new Final Expense product may be the answer. It is better than it’s ever been, and you can 
now get up to $35,000 coverage.

Your Home Office team has worked hard to assemble a portfolio that will meet your coverage 
needs throughout your lifetime. We encourage you to call your Agent today! 
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Sweet Treats – Gonzales Branch 
members serve coffee, cookies, and punch 
after morning Mass to St. James Catholic 
Church Parishioners.

You Had Me at Pizza – The 
Sacred Heart Altar Servers 
are all smiles after receiving 
a pizza party from the 
Muenster Branch.

Sweet Land of Liberty – Lindsay 
Elementary School first-graders sing 

loud and proud with the flags the 
Lindsay Branch donated for their 

Veteran's Day Program.

Molding the Youth – Castroville 
Branch Officer Francis Lutz 

presents a check to the Director of 
the Religious Education Program 
at St. Louis Church, to benefit the 

spring Youth ACTS Retreat.



Giving Back – Weimar Food Pantry 
Co-Chairs are thrilled to receive help 
and a donation from members of the 

Weimar Branch.

Celebrating Veterans – In honor of 
Veterans' Day, North Central Houston 
Branch Vice President Ken Grahmann 

meets with the St. Rose School flag team 
to donate a Texas and American Flag for 

their Veteran's Day Celebration.

Gone Fishing – Children are ready for 
competition at the fishing tournament 
hosted by the Tours-West Branch. 
Attendees also enjoyed a fish fry after 
the games.

Everything is Better with Donuts! – 
Wall Branch Officers and Members 
serve coffee and donuts to all those 
who helped prepare for the St. 
Ambrose Church Festival.

Catholic Life Magazine | 19



20 | cliu.com

Let's Eat! – Pilot Point Branch Officers present 
Directors of St. Thomas Aquinas with a check to 
pay for the meals of 52 Confirmation students 
on their retreat.

Sending Joy – The students of Immaculate 
Conception Catholic School work hard, putting 
together Boxes of Joy with the Dallas Branch. 

The Boxes are filled with toys, clothing, and school 
supplies and given to many less fortunate children 

around the world.

Flags Flying High – St. George Catholic 
Church receives a new American Flag to 
hang on their flag pole from the George 
West Branch.

Merry and Bright – The Harper Help Center 
gets a sleigh-load of Christmas toys for local 
youth thanks to the generosity of St Anthony 
parishioners and the Harper Branch. 

Playing for Keeps – Children from Our Lady 
of Grace Catholic Church enjoy movies, 

games, and refreshments furnished by the 
La Coste-Devine Branch.
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Treat yourself! – Families enjoy coffee, 
donuts, and tacos after mass provided by the 

St. Hedwig Branch.

Donation to the Station – The Port Lavaca Fire 
Station proudly raises the new flags they received 
from the Port Lavaca Branch.

Stock show Girls! – Brook Fewox won 
Reserve Grand Champion Broiler and 
a beautiful belt buckle donated by the 
Floresville Branch at the Wilson County 
Junior Live Stock Show.

Supporting ACTS – Bay Area Branch 
President Michael Carr presents a donation 
to the Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 

ACTS Team.
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Planting Roots – The Gainesville Branch teamed 
up with Era Public School in a fundraiser to 

purchase an oak tree for the entrance of the School.

3.80%*
APY

*Includes Current Yield + 1.65% First Year Additional Interest.  
Interest rates are subject to change. Minimum guaranteed rate is 1.50%.

Home Office: San Antonio, TX #ASU 4/20

TAX -DEFERRED ANNUITIES  ·  IRAs  ·  ROLLOVERS

Do Your Long Term  
& Retirement  
Savings Plans Stack Up?

For Information Call Your Local Agent or the Home Office:

1-800-262-2548

A Prayer for my Spouse – Doc and Sherry Savage 
participate in World Marriage Day. The couple received 
heart-shaped cookies and Prayer for a Husband and Wife 
Prayer card from the Westphalia Branch.
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Mixed Fruit Cookies
½ cup shortening
1 cup sugar
1 egg
1¾ cup flour
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon baking soda
¼ cup thick sour milk
¾ cup chopped nuts
1 can of cherries
1 cup chopped dates
½ cup mixed canned fruit

In a bowl mix shortening, sugar 
and egg.  Blend well.  Then add dry 
ingredients flour, salt and baking 
soda alternately with sour milk.   
Fold in fruit and drop by the 
spoonfuls on baking sheet.  Bake for 
10–13 minutes on 400 degrees.  

Alice Frerich
Rowena, Texas 

Lemon Poppy Seed Cookies
2 cups flour
1/3 cup poppy seeds
5 lemons
½ cup butter
½ cup sugar
1 egg
¼ teaspoon vanilla extract

Combine flour, salt, and poppy seeds and 
mix.  Grate two tablespoon of the yellow 
zest from the lemon and add sugar and mix 
until creamy. Next, add the flour mixture 
and mix well.  Cover and refrigerate at least 
30 minutes.  From the chilled dough, cut 
into logs measuring 2 inches diameter and 
wrap in plastic.  

Refrigerate until firm or freeze for 30 
minutes.  Heat oven to 350 degrees and 
bake on an ungreased cookie sheet until 
edges brown, about 9-10 minutes. 

Marjorie Grunewald
Weimar, Texas

Grandma’s Old Time Cookies
1 cup shortening
1 cup sugar
1 cup brown sugar
1 tsp.  baking soda
½ tsp. baking powder
2 cups cornflakes
2 eggs
1 tsp. vanilla
2 cups flour
½ tsp. salt
2 cups oatmeal
1 cup coconut

Cream all together and beat shortening, sugar, brown sugar, eggs and vanilla. Add flour, 
baking soda, salt and baking powder. Gradually add cornflakes, coconut and oatmeal. Drop 
on cookie sheet. Bake at 375 degrees for 10 minutes or until lightly brown.

Alvin J. Anders
Schulenburg, Texas

Without these sweet treats you may crumble. 
Our cookie recipes will bring all the spring cheer. Whether you like chocolate or fruit,  
we have a recipe for you! 

CALLING ALL
COOKS!

WE WANT YOUR RECIPES! Submit your recipes to us today for a chance to appear as a featured chef in the 
next edition of our quarterly Catholic Life Magazine! If your recipe is chosen for publication, we will send you a 
check for $15 and a Cooking With Catholic Life apron. Email your recipe to branch@cliu.com, fax to (210) 828-
4629, or mail to: Catholic Life Insurance, Attn. Recipes, P.O. Box 659527, San Antonio, Texas 78265

We would like to thank all of those who share their favorite recipes with us, so that we may in turn, share them 
with the entire base of our members and their families, our agents, our branches, and our own families.

Peanut’s “Peanutty” Cookies
1½ cups flour
¼ tsp. salt
½ tsp. baking soda
½ cup butter, softened
¾ cup peanut butter, creamy or chunky
½ cup sugar
½ cup light brown sugar, lightly packed
½ tsp. vanilla extract
1 large egg

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a small bowl, mix the flour, salt, and baking soda. In a 
medium bowl, beat the butter, peanut butter, both of the sugars and the vanilla with an 
electric mixer on medium-high speed for about 1 minute, or until fluffy. Beat in the egg 
until blended.

With the mixer on low add flour mixture and beat until well blended.

Lightly grease the cookie sheets. Take 2 level tablespoons full of dough and roll into 1-1½ 
inch balls. Place on cookie sheets 2 inches apart. With the tines of a fork, press down on 
each cookie to make a crisscross pattern.

Bake 16-18 minutes or until golden around the edges. Remove from the cookie sheets to cool.

Recipe yields 18 cookies.

Note: After cookies are cooled, take some chocolate-flavored almond bark and melt it in the 
microwave. Dip cookies in the melted chocolate until the cookie is halfway covered. Delicious!

Patsy Hoepfl
Cypress, Texas

KITCHEN
in the



P.O. Box 659527
San Antonio, TX 78265-9527

Have Your Cake  
and Eat it Too

With Return of 
Premium Life 

Insurance
Do You Need Life Insurance Protection,  

But Don’t Want to Spend Money on 
Coverage You May Never Use? 

Now you can have your cake and eat it 
too! Catholic Life Insurance’s Return of 
Premium Term Insurance provides life 
insurance protection, plus returns your 

money at the end of the term. 


